KofC 9967 Scholarship 2026 Essay Question

As young people today face academic, social, and moral challenges, faith can play an important
role in decision-making and perseverance.

Question: Describe a significant challenge you have encountered in your educational
journey and discuss how your Catholic faith, parish involvement, or commitment to
service influenced the way you addressed it.

Essay Evaluation Criteria

A. Response to the Essay Prompt (25 points)

Clearly addresses the essay question

Describes a relevant challenge appropriate to the applicant’'s age and educational level
Demonstrates reflection and understanding

B. Faith, Values, and Service (25 points)

Demonstrates connection to Catholic values (faith, charity, unity, service, integrity)
Shows how faith or moral principles influenced actions or decisions

Reflects sincere personal engagement rather than generic statements

C. Personal Growth and Character (20 points)

Evidence of resilience, responsibility, leadership, or perseverance

Shows learning or growth resulting from the challenge

Demonstrate maturity appropriate for a high school or early college student

D. Educational Goals and Purpose (15 points)

Connects the experience to educational or vocational goals

Shows motivation to continue learning and serving others

Indicates how the scholarship would support these goals

E. Clarity and Writing Quality (15 points)

Clear organization and logical flow

Appropriate grammar and spelling

Writing quality evaluated with age and educational level in mind



